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Why not just LEED?

Customized and tailored to Baltimore City

Responds to common criticisms of LEED

Quicker - takes less time

Cheaper - no additional review fees

Allows more flexibility

Creates more win-wins



Adaptations of LEED

Automatic points (14)
Connectivity, density

Padded points (16)
Building reuse, energy efficiency

Expanded options (15)
Public open space, Brownfields remediation

Pledge points (11)
Recycling, green cleaning



Rating System Comparison
LEED Silver

110 total possible points

50 points needed          
(45% of total available)

0 automatic points

Duplication of plans and 
documentation

Certification awarded 
months after building 
completion

BCGBS Two-Star

150 total possible points

65 points needed          
(43% of total available)

14 automatic points

One plan set for permits 
and BCGBS review

Certification awarded in 
same timeline as 
Certificate of Occupancy



BCGBS Process – Step 1
1. Register on-line

Unlike LEED,
registration 
is free



BCGBS Process – Step 2
2. Complete Scorecard



BCGBS Process – Step 3

3. Submit Standards Verification 
Package with Plans

Application Cover Sheet
Credit Scorecard Worksheet 
Supporting Documentation

Unlike LEED, no 
additional document 
review fee and no 
additional plan sets to 
submit



BCGBS Process – Steps 4 & 5

4. Plans Review
BCGBS credits will be reviewed alongside 
plans
No additional time or fee for plans review 
with BCGBS

5. Building Permit Awarded



BCGBS Process – Step 6

6. On-site Inspection
Same next day inspections still 
available
Free pre-scheduled inspections for 
specific construction credits

Unlike LEED, our inspectors 
come to you to cut down on 
your documentation load



BCGBS Process – Steps 7 & 8

7. Construction Phase Credit 
Documentation

Application Cover Sheet
Final Scorecard
Supporting Documentation

8. C of O Awarded Unlike LEED, no delay
in construction credit 
review or certification



BCGBS Process – Step 9 
(optional)

9. Pledge Point Inspections
Schedule established for on-site 
inspections of pledged points
Frequency varies by credit 

Unlike LEED, pledge points 
encourage on-going 
operations to be efficient and 
“green”



Capacity Building

Internal 
Plans examining staff training
Inspections staff training
IT infrastructure

External
Predevelopment meetings to notify early in 
process
Free preliminary code review meetings available
Desire to work with project teams toward success



Next Steps…

For additional questions:
GreenBuildingStandards@baltimorecity.gov
FAQs on www.baltimorehousing.org

Technical assistance available for projects

One year evaluation process
Opportunity to fix things that aren’t working

mailto:GreenBuildingStandards@baltimorecity.gov
http://www.baltimorehousing.org/
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